
League of Women Voters of Arlington                                  1                                                       November 2009 
 

 
        Volume LV - No. 2 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Dr. Patrick K. Murphy became Superintendent 
of the Arlington County Public Schools on 

July 1, 2009 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

League of Wome n Voters  
of Arlington, Virginia 

 

BBUULLLLEETTIINN 
 

November 2009 
 
In This Issue 
 
 
Meet the Superintendent of APS ……... ………...1 
 
Letter From the President ………………………... 2 
 
Ron Carlee Event on Oct. 6th…………………….. 3 
 
Census Activity …………..………..…….…….….. 3 
 
Voters’ Service Information …..…….………...…. 3 
 
Upcoming Events ….....……………..................... 4 
 
Replacing the County Manager……….….....…… 5 
 
Membership Dues Form …………………………. 5 
 
 
 

President:  Nancy Tate                 Editor:  Susan Trice 
 

Meet the Su perintendent of Arlington County Schools  
 

 On November 12, 7:00 – 8:15 pm, we have a special meeting with APS Superintendent 
Patrick Murphy in the Board Offices, 1426 N. Quincy Street.  Dr. Murphy will address how he hopes 
to engage community groups and residents in his agenda for the schools.  He will also talk about 
what he has learned during scores of meetings with community groups over the past few months. 
 An Arlington County resident, Dr. Murphy has been an educator for 21 years, serving the 
Fairfax County Public Schools for 19 of those years in a variety of instructional leadership positions. 
During the last four years, he has served as assistant superintendent for accountability in Fairfax, 
where he has been responsible for testing, research and evaluation, and division- and school-based 
strategic planning.  Dr. Murphy is a native of Northern Virginia and attended W.T. Woodson High 
School. 
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Opportunities to Serve 
 

OFFICERS 2009-2010 
 
Nancy Tate, President 
703-532-6514 
ntate@lwv.org 
  
Kristin Goss, Vice President 
Program  
703-920-7870 
kagoss@aol.com 
  
Marjorie Hobart, Secretary 
703-527-4647 
marjhobart@aol.com 
  
Idaclair Kerwin, Treasurer 
703-536-6566 
thomashugh@verizon.net 
�

�
LWV of Arlington Bulletin is 
published approximately ten times 
a year by the League of Women 
Voters of Arlington, VA 
Mail to P.O. Box 100577 
Arlington, VA 22210 
To contact the editor, Susan Trice, 
Phone: 703-538-2864 
Email: csusantrice@gmail.com 

�
�
The League of Women Voters is a 
nonpartisan, political membership 

organization that encourages 
informed and active participation 

in government, 
works to increase the 

understanding of major public 
policy issues through education 

and influences public policy 
through advocacy. 

We welcome both female and 
male members. 

For more information please visit 
our national organization website 

at www.lwv.org 
or the LWV of Arlington website at 

www.LWV-ArlingtonVa.org 
or contact 

Membership Chair Joan Howe 
703-549-3419 

bob-joanhowe@verizon.net 
 

 

 

 
Letter from the President 

Nancy Tate 
 

 
 
The League had its own Octoberfest of great activities this month with 
five successful events underway in one month!    
 
Most of these activities were in the voter service area.  Under Chair Ann 
Garrison’s oversight, 15 volunteers registered 22 voters at the Central 
and Shirlington libraries and at Marymount College.  Our Voters’ Guide 
came out in The Connection newspaper, and we arranged for The Sun 
Gazette to run an ad announcing the availability of this information on 
our website. Many thanks to Dorothy Nieweg, Susan Trice and Ann 
Rudd for handling the many details involved in this.  We co-hosted a 
candidate’s forum with AAUW and NOW on October 4, and had a good 
turn-out. And about 14 members and non-members came together at 
Marjorie Hobart’s house to enjoy good food, wine, and to watch the 
gubernatorial debate that the Virginia League co-sponsored on October 
12.  This was a very well-done debate and was televised across the 
state. You can find more details on many of these activities in this 
Bulletin. 
 
A completely different kind of event was held with outgoing County 
Manager Ron Carlee on October 6. It was a huge success!  More than 
40 people attended, the majority of whom were non-members. This 
showed us that a good speaker, in a convenient location (the Palomar 
Hotel in Rosslyn), with food and with extensive promotion CAN attract a 
significant audience. All the credit goes to Vice President Kristin Goss 
and Board member Shelley Fichtner for planning and implementing such 
a great event. We will be trying to build on some of these lessons in 
future events.  
 
Upcoming events in November include hearing from new Superintendent 
of Schools Patrick Murphy (November 12) and serving as part of 
Arlington’s Complete Count Committee, which will attempt to minimize 
an undercount of the population in the 2010 Census.  Our Program 
Planning meeting to discuss possible national and local studies will be 
held on January 21.  I look forward to seeing you at one or more of these 
events.  
As always, your suggestions for other programs and activities are 
welcome.  
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Ron Carlee, Retiring County Manager, Gives an Insid e View of Arlington County Government 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Voter Service Activity 
Ann Garrison, Voter Service Chair 

 
Thanks to the help of 15 League volunteers we were able to staff 8 voter registration events.  Six were at 
public libraries, Central and Shirlington, and two at Marymount University. 
  
We turned in a total 22 registration/change of address forms.  Twenty went to the Arlington Registrar’s office  
 

 

         ��������� �
 
          Nancy Tate Makes Opening Remarks on October 6th    Nancy Tate, Ron Carlee & Shelley Fichtner at the Palomar 
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By Alexandra Goncalves de Oliveira, Student Journalist, George Washington University 
and Kristin Goss, VP, League of Women Voters of Arlington 

 
Reflecting on his 30 years in Arlington government, County Manager Ron Carlee told a meeting of 

League and community members on October 6th  that civic groups like the League have been pivotal to 
Arlington’s transformation from a “shabby-looking” space into a world-class community. 

The event, held on the balcony of the Palomar Hotel overlooking the Potomac, drew roughly 40 
people, many of whom were not League members or were unfamiliar with our work. The evening was 
designed to expand the League’s reach to people in the community who want to become involved in civic 
affairs but aren’t sure how. 

Carlee, who leaves his post November 1 to take a position as director of Strategic Domestic Initiatives 
at the International City/County Management Association, expressed concern for the County’s future, 
particularly its institutionalized form of civic engagement, known as the “Arlington Way.” 

“Everything that we have done over the years has been in a way that activated people and brought 
them to the table,” Carlee said. He took the audience on a ride down memory lane, recalling a time when the 
Sears store and its huge parking lot were the main destination point in Clarendon and recounting the 
subsequent transformation of the area through “smart growth” initiatives. He said citizen input had strongly 
influenced policy over everything from commercial development along the Metro Corridor to bike paths along 
I-66.  

Though the “Arlington Way” has been successful during his eight-year run as county manager, Carlee 
said the recession will not only continue to affect the county’s plans, but also might put a strain on the bond 
between the government and its residents. Arlington’s brand of grassroots, face-to-face civic engagement is 
increasingly special in an era when more and more people are connecting through less deliberative, less 
personal forms of engagement.  
 

 
LWV Arlington Joining a Complete Count Committee fo r 2010 Census 

 
In February census forms will go out to 145 million US households.  The accuracy of information collected 
from this census is important.  There is a big effort underway to make sure that “hard to count” people are 
included.  Our League is joining with other organizations in Arlington to help this effort.  Census data affect 
funding for the community, our representation in Congress and community leaders’ planning decisions.  If 
you would like to get involved, contact our President, Nancy Tate. 
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Available on the web at 

http://www.lwv-va.org/nov2009.html 
 

Also in The Connection Newspapers the week of October 19 
 

Read about candidates for 
Governor ~ Lt. Governor ~ Attorney General 

House of Delegates ~ County Board ~ School Board 
 

 
Voters’ Service Activity 

By Ann Garrison, Voter Service Chair 
 

Thanks to the help of 15 League volunteers, we were able to staff 8 voter registration events.  Six were at 
public libraries (Central and Shirlington), and two were at Marymount University. 
  
We turned in a total 22 registration/change of address forms.  Twenty went to the Arlington Registrar’s office 
and one each to Fairfax and Alexandria.   
  
We were highly visible at all locations and fielded many questions regarding election candidates/issues and 
absentee voting.  We publicized the Candidate Forum along with other upcoming League activities.   
  
Volunteers included Bonnie Franklin, Tato Joelson, Patricia Telkins, Peg Lorenz, Beth Cogswell, Lula Lang-
Jeter, Nancy Lee Head, Pat McGrady, Bette Cooper, Joyce Wiley, Shelley Fichtner, Marjorie Hobart, Mary 
Finger, Claudia Scott, Joan and Bob Howe.  The time and effort of all was greatly appreciated.  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events  
 
Thursday, November 12, 7:00-8:15 pm, APS Superintendent Patri ck Murphy , School Board Room, 
 1426 N. Quincy St.  Dr. Murphy will address how he hopes to engage community groups and 
 residents in his agenda for the schools and will talk about what he has learned from his many 
 meetings with community groups. 
 
No November Board Meeting 
 
Thursday, December 3, 7:00-9:00 pm, Board Meeting , Glebe School, 1770 N. Glebe Rd. 
 
First Call to Convention 2010  from LWVUS President Mary G. Wilson.  The LWVUS 49th National 
 Convention will be June 11-15, 2010, at the Atlanta Marriot Marquis, 65 Peachtree Center Avenue, 
 Atlanta, GA 
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Replacing the County Manager 
By Eileen Williams 

 
 On Monday, September 28, 2009, Marjorie Hobart and Eileen Williams, representing the Arlington 
League, participated in the process of recruiting the next County Manager.  We were one of four organizations 
meeting with the consultant, Sharon Klumpp, Senior Vice President from Springsted Incorporated.  The other 
organizations were the Arlington County Civic Federation, the Chamber of Commerce, and BRAVO.  
Representatives from Springsted have been meeting with a variety of community organizations including 
County advisory groups and staff. 
 The firm was brought in after the County Board had developed the preferred qualifications, required 
leadership skills and performance evaluation objectives. The Board also identified a list of key issues a new 
County Manager will face, including growth management and development issues, finance and budget, and 
maintenance of strong community relationships.  We were supplied with two documents, the position 
recruitment document distributed to interested applicants and another that was used with the focus groups.  
The document for the focus groups identified three objectives for the meetings:  providing an overview of the 
County Manager position, describing the search process, and securing our input on what’s important in the 
selection of the next County Manager. 
 Our group emphasized the need to understand that Arlington is a very diverse community and efforts 
need to be made to incorporate all groups in the operation of the County.   We also pointed out the need to 
understand “The Arlington Way” of operation of government in Arlington.  Other issues of importance included 
the need to maintain transparency in County government and to manage pending financial restrictions.   
 Applications are still being accepted, but preference has been given to those submitted prior to 
September 25th.  As they are received, the applications will be screened by Springsted Incorporated.  The 
consultants will conduct telephone interviews to identify semi-finalists.  It is hoped the new County Manager will 
have been selected by the first of January. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

If you have a colored sticker on this Bulletin , you haven’t paid your dues for 2009-10.  Please r eturn 
this form with your check made out to LWV of Arling ton to P.O. Box 100577, Arlington, VA 22210  

 
Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone ______________________________ Email ________________________________________ 
 
Dues at $50 for Individual Membership       $__________ 
(Please make your check to “LWV of Arlington.”) 

 
Dues at $75 for Household Membership       $__________ 
(Two members at same address) 

  
I would like to make an additional donation to LWV-Arlington    $__________ 
 
I would like to make a tax-deductible donation to LWV-Arlington    $__________ 
(Make a separate check payable to LWV-Education Fund) 
  

I would like to make a tax-deductible donation to the Scholarship Fund   $__________ 
(Make a separate check payable to LWV Torill Floyd Scholarship Fund) 
 

         Total Included  $__________ 
 

The League is an advocacy organization.  Dues and contributions to the LWV are not deductible as a personal or business expense for tax purposes.  
Donations to the LWV Education Fund and/or LWV Torill Floyd Scholarship Fund are fully tax deductible. 
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Meet the Superintendent of Arlington County Schools  
November 12, 7:00-8:15 pm 

At the School Board Offices, 1426 N. Quincy Street 
 

Dr. Patrick K. Murphy 
will talk about how he hopes to engage community gr oups and residents in his agenda 

for the schools  and will talk about what he has learned from his ma ny meetings with 
community groups. 

 


