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At the Corner Bakery on Wilson Blvd. near the Cddiouse metro on
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left. David Robishaw with the Virginia DepartmeaftAgriculture and

Join a Committee 11 Consumer Services is seated in the white shirteupght.

“What We Eat —And Why It Matters to Us and to the Planet”

Last month’s program featured a panel discussion on the political and public policy implications of
the food we buy and eat. Our speakers were Marsha Weiner , a local leader in the international Slow
Food movement, which seeks “to inspire a transformation in food policy, production practices and market
forces so that they ensure equity, sustainability and pleasure in the food we eat”; and David Robishaw
Marketing Specialist with the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, who is
responsible for promoting locally grown products in central and northern Virginia. Turnout was great —
many Leaguers brought friends — and the questions and answers were enlightening.

Ms. Weiner and Mr. Robishaw discussed a wide range of topics, including tensions within the Slow
Food movement over whether it's better to buy organic products from distant sellers or to buy non-organic
food grown locally, the challenges facing the Slow Food movement in enlarging its cause, and the
guestion of how to reach people who feel they don't have the time to be environmentally conscious cooks.
We also learned about a federal-state program in which low-income mothers and seniors receive
vouchers to buy produce from farmers’ markets — a program that simultaneously supports local farms and
improves nutrition among the disadvantaged population.
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Letter From the President

Nancy Tate

The Arlington League had a very busy and productive
September , which included voter registration activities and a stimulating
general meeting on the “slow food movement” and the benefits of buying
locally grown food. Many more activities are underway for the months
ahead!

Voters’ Service Chair Ann Garrison, with the help of Holly
Williams, Ann Rudd, and Joan Howe, called all our members about
doing voter registration during the month of September. As a result,
twenty-five volunteers have participated either at the Central Library on
Tuesdays from 5 to 7, or at the Shirlington Library on Saturdays from 1
to 3. Over 75 voter registration forms have been completed and
submitted to Arlington’s Registrar of Elections. Good job, League
members!

We also had a fabulous kick-off to our program year with a
meeting on the topic of “What We Eat — And Why it Matters to Us and
the Planet”. We began with a trip to the Arlington Farmer’'s Market, and
then listened to two speakers. Despite the forecast of rain, we had a
large and enthusiastic audience. We owe many thanks to Vice President
Kristin Goss and Secretary Beth Cogswell for coming up with such a
lively program. More details can be found on page 1.

We have two types of activities coming up in October . One is the
local candidates’ forum that we will be co-hosting with AAUW on
Monday, October 6 at 6:00 at the Central Library. Several members
have already volunteered to help and we invite all others to come and
hear from the candidates for Congress, County Board and the School
Board.

We will also be having unit meetings to discuss and reach
consensus on guestions related to restoring civil rights to ex-felons. The
meetings will be held on Saturday, October 18 at the Mt. Olivet United
Methodist Church on Glebe Road (at N. 16" Street), and Tuesday,
October 21 at the home of Ann Ross. Discussion materials have been
prepared by the Virginia League, and are contained in this Bulletin
starting on page 3. Consensus questions are on page 7.

One highlight in November will of course be the election on
November 4. League members are encouraged to serve as poll
workers. Then, on November 18, we will take a new approach to
program planning by discussing this in the larger context of action and
advocacy. Watch for more details in the next Bulletin and on our web
site - www.lwv-arlington.va.org.

As you can see, we have a lot going on this year! | urge you to
join us for one or more of these activities, and to share your own ideas of
what you would like to see the Arlington League do.
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF VIRGINIA
Study of the
Restoration of Civil Right s of Felons in Virginia

Background

At the 2007 spring convention, LWV-VA delegates approved a “Study of the Restoration of Civil Rights
of Felons in Virginia.” Background information packets were distributed at the 2007 Fall Workshops and
posted on the web site: www.LWV-VA.org where they are still available. Workshop participants learned about
the current process under Governor Kaine and the realities of the current political climate.

During 2007-2008, ten local Leagues conducted interviews which are part of this report. This fall, local
Leagues will be holding consensus meetings on this topic with reports due December 16, 2008 . This paper
contains information to aid the consensus discussion. More information has been prepared for discussion
leaders and also posted on the web site, www.LWV-VA.org. Please use this information and the websites
listed below to prepare for discussion.

The Civil Rights in Question are the right to:
Register to vote
Hold public office
Serve on a jury
Serve as a notary public
These civil rights must be restored before applications to carry or own a firearm or to seek a pardon can
be made. Since it is often the right to vote that is of most direct interest, our research focuses on this aspect.

Restoration of Voting Rights in Virginia Today

In Virginia, only the Governor can restore voting rights. The Constitution of Virginia, Article Il, Section |
states: “No person who has been convicted of a felony shall be qualified to vote unless his civil rights have
been restored by the governor or other appropriate authority.” All applications are sent to the office of the
Secretary of the Commonwealth for processing. An application can be filed through the Circuit Court, but this is
an exceptional route. The number of felons who have had their voting rights restored by any one governor has
varied greatly. For example: Gov. Robb restored rights to1,180; Gov. Allen, to 480; Gov. Gilmore, to 238; Gov.
Warner, to 3,486 and Gov. Kaine, to 878 during his first 15 months in office.

Nearly 300,000 Virginia citizens, representing 4-5% of Virginia citizens who are age 18 or older, are
unable to vote because of a felony conviction, despite having completed their sentences and having been
released from probation or parole. About half of these citizens are African-American. As many as one in every
six African-American men in Virginia cannot register to vote for this reason.

In 2002, Governor Warner established a modified system for non-violent felons: The application form
was reduced from 15 pages to 1 page and the waiting period from 5 years to 3 years.
All felons who want their civil and voting rights restored must:
*Complete their sentence
*Complete any assigned probation or parole
*Pay all fines and court costs
*Have no pending charges
*Have no DUI violations for the last 5 years.

For a non-violent felony conviction, the person must wait 3 years and complete a 1-page application. For a

violent felony conviction, drug manufacture/distribution or an election law violation conviction, he/she must wait
[Restoration of Civil Rights to Felons continued on page 4]

League of Women Voters of Arlington 3 October 2008



[Restoration of Civil Rights to Felons continued from page 3]

5 years, complete a longer application form, and provide 3 letters of recommendation. Court records are
checked to verify the information provided on all applications.
Applications may be obtained from:
Voter Registrars
Probation and Parole Offices
Secretary of the Commonwealth : Micah Womack, Restoration of Rights Director , P.O. Box 2454,
Richmond VA 23218-2454; (804) 692-2531
http://www.commonwealth.virginia.gov/JudicialSystem/Clemency

Criminal Disenfranchisement Laws in the United Stat es

Nationwide, a patchwork of different state rules and laws prevents an estimated 5.3 million citizens from
voting. Since 1997, sixteen states have enacted reforms. In 2002 there were nine states that permanently
denied the right to vote to felons and now there are only two. Virginia and Kentucky are the only states left
which bar people with felony convictions from voting for life. The Brennan Center for Justice at the New York
School of Law gives the following summary. (http://www.brennancenter.org/page/-/d/download file 48642.pdf)

Permanent disenfranchisement for all people with felony convictions, unless governor approves
individual rights restoration. KY, VA

Permanent disenfranchisement for at least some people with criminal convictions, unless government
approves individual rights restoration. AL, AZ, DE, FL, MS, NV, TN, WY

Voting rights restored upon completion of sentence, including prison, parole, and probation. AK, AR,
GA, ID, IA, KS, LA, MD, ME, MO, NE,* NJ, NM, NC, OK, SC, TX, WA, WV, WI (*2 year waiting period)

Voting rights restored automatically after release from prison and discharge from parole (Probationers
may vote). CA, CO, CT, NY, SD

Voting rights restored automatically after release from prison. DC, HI, IL, IN, MA, MI, MT, NH, ND, OH,
OR, PA, RI, UT

No disenfranchisement for people with criminal convictions. ME, VT

Highlights from Local League Interviews

Interviews by Local Leagues discovered that, in general, most interviewees knew what their job required.
However, their helpfulness varied greatly, probably depending upon their philosophy.

Interestingly, people in contact with felons during arrest, trial and sentencing (prosecutors, judges and many
lawyers) often know little about the procedures for getting Civil Rights restored. A probation officer is best able
to help prepare the application. Several localities have organizations using volunteers as coaches or mentors
to help felons reenter society.

PROBATION/PAROLE OFFICERS, if asked, provide the needed forms and can help felons obtain the
information needed. On the long form, the probation officer must write a letter outlining the period of
supervision and send a confidential pre-sentencing report, if one exists, directly to the Secretary of the
Commonwealth.

[Restoration of Civil Rights to Felons continued on page 5]
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[Restoration of Civil Rights to Felons continued from page 4]

VOTER REGISTRARS provide information to felons who ask by giving them the long or short form, the web
address and/or the mailing address of the Secretary of the Commonwealth. Some registrars were particularly
helpful.

CIRCUIT COURTS provide information no longer available from probation offices, where it is purged after 5
years. A new law requires circuit courts to help felons complete the application process. The Governor has 90
days to approve or deny these applications. Some Circuit Court Clerks are not well informed.

In addition to the interviews, several Leagues spoke with felons whose comments are listed below. One
league collected completed questionnaires from 35 felons and found that most had not tried to get their civil
rights restored, nor had anyone encouraged them to do so. Only two persons knew someone who had had
their rights restored and one of those was in Texas! When asked “Is getting your civil rights restored important
to you? Please say why.” on the questionnaires, 50% responded “yes” with the following written comments:

- “Being part of the community,”

“Having kids,”

“Voicing my opinion,”

“ Having vote count because “my say has value.”

“The present system is strict and have no help for the mistake made once in a lifetime.”

“I would like to feel like this is not being held against me for the rest of my life.”

“| feel once a person finishes their sentence, their civil rights should be restored or at least considered

because that person would have paid their debt to society.”

Other quotes from Felons:

“Before going to prison, | never felt that my one vote could make a difference. But over the years | have
learned that voting is about more than a single person’s vote. It is about participation in the political process no
matter what race or socio-economic class you belong to. For the previously incarcerated, it is about “making
the walk back into society.” Paul Robinson

“Without a vote, a voice, | am a ghost inhabiting a citizen’s space.” Joe Loya

Definitions

Clemency: Action by the Governor to grant full or conditional pardons and commutations of sentences. There
are two types: Restoration of Civil Rights and Pardons. (In some places clemency refers to the restoration of
civil rights.)

Felon: Person who has been convicted of a felony; restoration of rights does not necessarily eliminate the
designation.

Felony: A crime punishable by death or confinement in the penitentiary. There are 6 classes of felonies, with
applicable sentences and fines. Examples include robbery of $200 or more, grand larceny, malicious
wounding, murder, rape.

Long Form: Application for Violent Offenders / Drug Offenders / Election Law Offenders for the Restoration of
Rights. A five-year waiting period is required before submission of the form.

[Restoration of Civil Rights to Felons continued on page 6]
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[Restoration of Civil Rights to Felons continued from page 5]

Misdemeanor : A crime punishable by up to a year in jail, a fine of up to $2500, or both. There are 4 classes
of misdemeanors with applicable sentences and fines. Examples include driving offenses, possession of
marijuana, assault and battery and shoplifting of less than $200.

Pardon: Official forgiveness of conviction and/or sentence given by the Governor. There are three types.;
Simple, Conditional and Absolute. Absolute allows for the conviction to be removed from the record after court
action; Conditional applies only to incarcerated persons; Simple does not remove the conviction from the
record. All three types require felons to have their Civil Rights restored first.

Parole: Conditional release from incarceration.

Probation: Suspension of sentence and release from incarceration, with supervision by probation officer.

Restitution:  Act of making good or giving equivalency for loss, damage or injury.

Short Form: Application for Non-violent Offenders for the Restoration of Rights. A three-year waiting period
is required before submission of the form.

Transparency: Openness; clarity; lack of guile and attempts to hide damaging information. * The word is
used on financial disclosures, organizational policies and practices, lawmaking, and other activities where
organization interaction (sic) with the public. from Black’s Law Dictionary; 2004

Violent felony:  Behavior that intentionally threatens, attempts, or actually inflicts physical harm. Examples
include aggravated assault, arson, assault and battery, domestic violence, homicide, manslaughter, mayhem,

murder and terrorism.
[PLEASE SEE CONSENSUS QUESTIONS ON PAGE 7]

Election Deadlines

In Virginia the deadline to register to vote or update your address for the November 4, 2008 General Election
(Presidential) is Monday, October 6 . If you are already registered to vote at your current address, you do not
need to register again. If you have moved recently within Arlington or within Virginia and haven’t updated your
address, call the Office of Voter Registration at 703-228-3456. For more information go to
http://www.arlingtonva.us/Departments/VoterRegistration/VoterRegistrationMain.

The deadline to request an absentee ballot be sent to you is Tuesday, October 28 ™. You can email your
name and address to the Arlington County Office of Voter Registration and they will send you an absentee
ballot application or you can also download the application from their web site.

You can vote absentee in person until Saturday, November 1 at the Office of Voter Registration, 2100
Clarendon Blvd., if you qualify for any of the reasons allowed. Anyone who would have difficulty standing in a
long line to vote on election day is encouraged to vote absentee in person. Almost 300,000 new voters have
registered in Virginia and turnout is expected to be very heavy at the polls on Tuesday, November 4™.
Remember to bring your voter registration card or another ID with you to vote absentee in person or at the
polls on election day.

In Arlington for this election you can use the WinVote Electronic Machines we have used in the past or an
Accuvote Optical Scan System. Sample ballots for each are at the web site above.
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF VIRGINIA

RESTORATION OF CIVIL RIGHTS OF FELONS IN VIRGINIA
STUDY

CONSENSUS QUESTIONS

1. Should the restoration of civil rights be automa tically granted to felons?

YES NO

If yes should it be restored:  (Please place a checkmark in the space)

A. Immediately upon release from incarceration

B. Immediately upon completion of probation or parole

C. Upon fulfilment of all legal obligations, including payments of fees, fines, court ordered
restitution, and A and B listed above.

2. Should the procedures for the Restoration of Civ il Rights be the same for all felons?
YES NO
If no, which of the following should have more stri ngent procedure:

(Please place a checkmark in the space)

Non-violent offenses
Violent offenses

Drug distribution offenses
Drug manufacture offenses
Election Law offenses

moowy

3. Should the current process be made:
easier to understand YES NO
more accessible, YES NO
more transparent and fair? YES NO

If yes, in what ways? (Please list suggestions below)

Work At the Polls Election Day!
If you are a registered voter in Virginia and available all day on Election Day (5 am — approximately 9 pm or
later), you can apply to serve as an Officer of Elections. You would help set up a polling place, check
voters’ names on precinct lists, provide assistance and instructions, tabulate results, pack up and clean up.
Pay is $150 for the day. Training is required. Applications are on the Arlington web site (see page 6).
You'll perform a valuable public service. Other volunteer opportunities are also available.

Call the Office of Voter Registration at 703-228-3456. Be sure to tell them you're a League member!
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TOURING PLACES IN WASHINGTON
THAT HAVE SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE FOR ELEANOR ROOSEVEL T
Led by Smithsonian Guide, Beth Cogswell

When: Saturday, November 15, 2008
Time: 9:30 am - 4:00pm
Meet: DAR Constitution Hall — 1776 D Street, NW

Price: $65.00 includes bus and lunch at the Women’s Democratic Club
(The same tour costs $95 with the Smithsonian. Tour requires some walking.)

Please Make Check Payable To: LWVNCA

Reservation Deadline:  Friday, November 7"

KRR S R R S R R R I S R R i S IR I I R B R K R

Mail your check & the reservation form below to:
Barbara Sherrill, 4826 North 17 ™ St., Arlington, VA 22207
Questions? Call Barb at 703-527-4737

Please reserve places at $65.00 Total $
Please accept my additional donation of: $
(All proceeds benefit the LWV of the National Capital Area)

Check here if you require a vegetarian lunch. Total $

Name(s) as you would like them to appear on your name badge:

Please print clearly Check if Guest Or list League affiliation
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Ballot Information for November 4 Elections in Arli ngton

President & Vice President of the United States

Barack Obama/Joe Biden Democratic Party
John McCain/Sarah Palin Republican Party
Chuck Baldwin/Darrell L. Castle Independent Green Party
Bob Barr/Wayne A. Root Libertarian Party
Cynthia McKinney/Rosa Clemente  Green Party
Ralph Nader/Matt Gonzalez Independent
United States Senate US House of Representatives, 8 " District
Mark R. Warner (D) Jim Moran (D
James Gilmore (R) Mark Ellmore (R)
Glenda Gail Parker (1G) Ron Fisher (1G)
William Redpath (L)
Arlington County Board Arlington School Board
Barbara A. Favola (D) Libby Garvey (1)
John Reeder (G) Emma Violand-Sanchez (1)

Please note that party affiliation will not appear on the ballot for County Board and School Board but it is provided here for your
information. D = Democratic, R = Republican, G = Green, IG = Independent Green, L= Libertarian, | = Independent.

Questions on the Ballot

Referendum

Redevelopment and Housing Authority

Question: Is there a need for the redevelopment and housing authority to be activated in the County of
Arlington?

County Bond Referenda

Metro

Question: Shall Arlington County contract a debt and issue its general obligation bonds in the maximum
amount of $10,000,000 to finance, together with other available funds, the cost of various capital projects for
Metro?

Community Infrastructure

Question: Shall Arlington County contract a debt and issue its general obligation bonds in the maximum
amount of $10,800,000 to finance, together with other available funds, the cost of various capital projects for
County facilities and infrastructure?

Utilities

Question: Shall Arlington County contract a debt and issue its general obligation bonds in the maximum
amount of $50,000,000 to finance, together with other available funds, the cost of designing, expanding,
improving, and renovating Arlington County’s Water Pollution Control Plant and the water and sewer systems
serving the County?

Arlington Public Schools

Question: Shall Arlington County contract a debt and issue its general obligation bonds in the maximum
amount of $99,425,000 to finance, together with other available funds, the costs of various capital projects and
land for Arlington County public school and community purposes?
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Calendar of League Events

Monday, October 6 , Candidate Forum at Arlington Central Library, 6:00 — 8:00 pm. Co-Sponsored by
AAUW and Arlington LWV

Thursday, October 16 , 7:00 pm, LWV of Arlington Board Meeting in the library at Glebe Elementary
School, 1770 N. Glebe Rd.

Saturday, October 18 , 10:00 am, Unit Meeting on LWV-VA study on ex-felons’ rights at Mount Olivet
Methodist Church, 1500 N. Glebe Rd.

Tuesday, October 21 , 10:00 am, Unit Meeting on LWV-VA study on ex-felons’ rights at the home of
Ann Ross, 1201 N. Evergreen St. (Off Washington Blvd. one block east of N. George Mason Dr.)
Tuesday, November 4, General and Special Elections in Arlington. Polls are open 6 am — 7 pm.
Saturday, November 15, NCA Eleanor Roosevelt tour 9:30 am meet at DAR Constitution Hall.
Tuesday, November 18, time 6:00 — 8:30 pm, "Setting Our Action Agenda for the New Political Era"
discussion of League positions at the home of Susan Trice, 3102 N. Dinwiddie Street.
Wednesday, December 3 , LWV-VA Women'’s Legislative Roundtable pre-session in Richmond, 9:00 am.

Thursday, December 11 , 7:00 pm LWV of Arlington Board Meeting in the library at Glebe Elementary
School, 1770 N. Glebe Rd.

“Setting Our Action Agenda for the New Political Er a

Save Tuesday, November 20" for an exciting new approach to program planning. This year we are scheduled
to review program positions for the Arlington League, LWV-VA and the National Capitol Area League. We will
take the opportunity to see how we can apply our program positions to current situations and events in the new
political climate.

Look in next month’s Bulletin and on our web site www.LWV-ArlingtonVa.org for specifics on this evening. We
will be meeting at the home of Susan Trice, 3102 N. Dinwiddie Street.
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NCA Reception
Honoring New LWVUS Board convening in DC for their first meeting
Come and meet the new LWVUS Board! All Leaguers we Icome!

Pres. Mary Wilson of New Mexico — Land of Enchantement
1st VP Elisabeth MacNamara from Georgia — The Peach State
2nd VP Judy Duffy of Minnesota — The North Star State
Sec/Trea. Elaine Wiant from Texas — The Lone Star State
Judy Davis from Tennessee — The Volunteer State
Nancy Eitreim from Washington — The Evergreen State
Stephanie Johnson from Arkansas — The Natural State
Mary Klenz from North Carolina — The Tar Heel State
Janis McMillen from Kansas — The Sunflower State
Marcia Merrins from New York — The Empire State
Norman Turrill from Oregon — The Beaver State
Dianne Wheatley-Giliotti  from Florida — The Sunshine State

Friday, October 24, 2008
6:30 — 8:00 p.m.
Westbury Ballroom, Jurys Washington Hotel

(1500 New Hampshire Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20036)
Delicious, assorted hot & cold hors d'oeuvres, desserts, coffee, decaf, tea. Cash bar.

RSVP to melpijeffries@msn.com 5905 Anniston Rd., Bethesda, MD 20817
Include name, street address, email, phone, local LWV name.
$20 check must be received by Oct. 20.

***Join a Committee***
Pre-K Education in Arlington

Karen Darner is leading a study to update the issues and our positions on preschool education in Arlington
County. She will be out of town until November, but contact her if you are interested in joining this committee,
or have suggestions for people to include in collection of information and data. She can be reached at
Ikdarner@comcast.net. The study will be concluded for unit meetings in February or March, with the
recommendations presented to our 2009 annual meeting.

Intergration of Arlington Public Schools

A committee, chaired by Kristin Goss and Polly Liss, and including Mileva Hartman, Tato Joelson, Ann Rudd,
Nancy Tate, Alice Sufit, and Holly Williams, is working on activities to commemorate the 50" anniversary of the
integration of schools in Arlington. Contact Kristin at kagoss@aol.com; or 703-920-7870 to be part of this
endeavor.

League of Women Voters of Arlington 11 October 2008
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October 2008

Monday, Oct. 6™ AAUW-LWV Candidate Forum at Arlington Central Library at 6:00 pm
Saturday, Oct 18" Unit Meeting on Restoring Felons’ Civil Rights at Mt. Olivet Church, 10:00 am
Tuesday, Oct. 21% Unit Meeting on Restoring Felons’ Civil Rights at the home of Ann Ross, 10:00 am

Tuesday, Nov 4 " is Election Day — Polls are open 6:00 amto 7:00p m




