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There Will  be a National Women’s History Museum on the Mall 

 
At our Annual Meeting we heard about the history and future of establishing a Women’s 

History Museum on the mall.  The site is determined, fundraising is underway, and virtual exhibits 
are already available online. 

We also met the three Torril B. Floyd Public Service Scholarship recipients honored at the 
meeting (see page 3). 

We continued honoring our 50 year members and celebrated our 90th anniversary with an 
on-going power point presentation. 
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Letter from the President  
Nancy Tate 

 
 

What an amazing spring we’ve had!  And I don’t just mean the 
weather. The Arlington League has been involved with a number of 
exciting new activities that have kept us very busy. And it’s not over yet! 
More details on all these can be found throughout this Bulletin.  

On April 24, we had a wonderful Annual Meeting, with a great 
attendance and an interesting speaker, Joan Wages of the National 
Women’s History Museum.  We had three scholarship winners (a new 
record!), and acted on program and bylaws changes.   

April and May saw the continuation of our efforts, thanks to 
Bonnie Franklin,  to increase the number of people completing their 
Census forms, thanks to the work of Bonnie Franklin. These months also 
saw the beginning of a new high school voter registration project, 
focused on registering more low-income and minority students. This is 
part of a multi-state effort funded by the national League.  Maggie 
Duncan is leading this effort, which includes specific activities at 
Wakefield and Washington-Lee.  

Dorothy Nieweg has taken the lead to ensure that Arlington 
League members can participate in the VA League’s election study. We 
are planning one consolidated unit meeting on Saturday, June 26 to 
discuss the consensus questions provided by the VA League. 
Responses are due by July 1. We will be addressing additional parts of 
the study next year. 

On the public policy front, the Arlington Board has been working 
for months to determine how best to get involved in relation to the 
current petition to have citizens vote on whether to change Arlington’s 
County Manager Plan form of government to a County Board form. Such 
a change would have profound implications for the governance system 
in Arlington. On April 22, Jeff Gore, former legislative director for the 
Virginia Association of Counties, explained the differences and the 
implications to an audience of League members and friends. We 
discussed possible next steps at our Annual Meeting and various Board 
meetings. On May 20, the Board reviewed an analysis by our petition 
committee on how the proposed changes would impact League 
positions, which is a necessary step in determining whether we have the 
basis for direct advocacy. The committee is chaired by Madeline Jervis 
and includes Marjorie Hobart, Marjie Mayer, Dorothy Nieweg, Barb 
Sherrill and Eileen Williams. The Board made the decision to obtain 
additional information from both the “pro” and the “anti” coalitions, to 
enhance the League’s understanding, and for possible public education 
purposes. 
 

 

Correction:  Elizabeth Weihe was mis-quoted in her interview as a 50-year member of the League.  In the last Bulletin 
(page 5) we said "Once four of the Leaguers were at a county board meeting and were denied the right to speak since 
they were 'all communists'."  It was not the county board.  It was one of the civic associations. 



League of Women Voters of Arlington                                  3                                                            June 2010 
 

 

Meet our Torril B. Floyd Memorial Public Service Sc holars for 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      Sherry Gainer with Zoë Bellars 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 Sherrry congratulates Bradford McGann 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Sherry with Anaïs Alexandra Ortiz 
  at the Annual Meeting scholarship 
  presentation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Zoë Bellars , daughter of Arlene Vigoda-Bellars and the late Steven Bellars, transferred 
into Washington-Lee High School for their International Baccalaureate program. She 
became active in the highly diverse Student Council Association, serving as secretary last 
year and becoming an effective president this year. She demonstrates her public 
speaking skills at all school wide events. Music is an important part of her life; she is 
student director of Madrigals; she plays the piano, flute, and harp. She wrote in her essay 
of a summer internship with the Virginia chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union, 
which entailed summarizing the immigration legislation in every county, city and town in 
Virginia. It inspired and solidified her career goal to become a bi-lingual immigration 
attorney to help people immigrate legally and to attain citizenship. She will begin her 
college career at the University of Virginia majoring in English and taking a minor in 
music. 

Bradford Warren McGann , born to foreign service officer Steven McGann and wife 
Bertra, came to Arlington via Australia, Kenya, and New York. In Arlington Brad chose 
Washington-Lee High school, where he could pursue some courses in the IB program, 
and others as advanced placement. His job last summer in the Public Diplomacy Office at 
the U.S. Embassy in Suva, Fiji’s capital, was to visit local schools to give presentations on 
America. These included a brief summary of U.S. history, a synopsis of opportunities for 
higher learning in the States, and answering questions about standardized testing and 
college resources. As a citizen of the world,he wrote, he must not only be open to cultures 
different from his own, but he wanted to do everything in his power to serve those less 
fortunate than himself. He changed his major from anthropology to international relations; 
he plans on joining the Peace Corps, and later pursue a career in the Department of 
State, Central Intelligence Agency, or a Non-Governmental Organization.  

American born Anaïs Alexandra Ortiz  loves languages. As a citizen of three countries, 
she has spent summers in her father Jeronimo’s El Salvador and her mother Dominique’s 
France.  The differences between opportunities available to her in Arlington compared to 
those in rural El Salvador made her appreciative of public services and public servants. 
She wrote in her essay, “I am getting an education, I am healthy, I live in a safe and clean 
environment, and when I can vote, I will be represented in the government.” In college she 
plans to major in biology and minor in one of her second languages. Her dream is to travel 
with the Peace Corps as a doctor, or teach a foreign language or teach English as a 
second language. She will be the first in her family to go to college. After the earthquake 
in Haiti, she personally organized a benefit dinner that raised over $1500 for the relief 
effort. She helped launch a Big Brother/Big Sister program where HB Woodlawn students 
partner with students from the Stratford Program (for severely mentally and physically 
challenged) also located within their building. 

 

Activist “Granny D” Remembered 
Doris “Granny D” Haddock passed away on March 9 at the age of 100.  She 

was a testament to the difference one person can make when they have fire in the 
belly.  In 1999 and 2000 Granny D walked 3,200 miles across the country in 14 months 
to promote public financing of campaigns in the US.  Four years later she ran 
unsuccessfully for the US Senate from New Hampshire.   

She was uncompromising in her belief that money had corrupted the American 
political system and the only way to fix it was to make sure elected officials were 
accountable to no one but the voters.  In an interview at her 100th birthday celebration, 
she could think of little else but the Supreme Court ruling that struck down any limits on 
direct spending by corporations and unions to influence elections.  But she remained 
optimistic.  “Now we’ve all got to start again from scratch and build it right this time,” 
she declared.   

Doris “Granny D” Haddock 
Jan. 24, 1919 - Mar. 9, 2010 

Believed in the “power of one” 
to make change. 
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Leaguers Help Dozens of Washington-Lee High School Students Register to Vote  
by Maggie Duncan 

 
League members visited six senior government classes on May 13 and 14 to register new voters and answer 
questions about the voting process.  In all, 48 students completed registration applications, and many more 
took forms home to complete themselves or give to family members!  Teachers also requested that additional 
registration information be left in their classrooms for other students. 
 
Results of our efforts will be reported back to LWVUS for inclusion in the nationwide 2010 High School 
Registration Project, a groundbreaking research initiative to test the effectiveness of various youth-oriented 
registration strategies. 
 
Thanks to Karen Darner, Marjorie Hobart, Pat McGrady and Sara Richman for their hard work, as well as to 
the Arlington Office of Voter Registration for all their helpful materials. We are still working to schedule a date 
to register students at Wakefield High School; contact Maggie Duncan (mduncan@lwv.org) if you'd like to help 
out. 
 

 
Update and Thanks Regarding Census 2010 

By Bonnie Franklin, League Representative on Complete Count Committee 
 

Even though the April 1 Census Day has come and gone, the Arlington Complete Count Committee is still 
functioning because about one in four residences did not submit a census form.  We are still doing outreach 
activities at events likely to reach populations in the areas where a smaller percentage of census forms were 
returned by mail.   Because census workers are currently visiting addresses that did not respond, the message 
now covers what to expect and how to respond when a census worker knocks on the door.   To encourage 
cooperation, the absolute confidentiality of responses vis-à-vis other governmental units is stressed. 
 
I appreciated the opportunity to represent the League on the Committee.  I learned a lot and enjoyed meeting  
county staff and community leaders whose paths I do not normally cross.  Hopefully, they all have a positive 
image of the League of Women Voters due to our support of the effort.  Financially, we paid for the postage on 
the County’s letter to condo presidents and apartment managers requesting communication with residents on 
the need to cooperate with the census.  Staffing-wise, two League members assisted with two outreach 
activities:  Sharon Simkin delivered posters and pamphlets to buildings in the Ballston-Rosslyn corridor, and 
Ann Rudd worked a shift at the census table at the Arlington Home Show on April 10.  My thanks to both! 
��������������������������������������������������� �������������������  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

At Left Nancy Tate Thanks Jeff Gore at Educational Meeting 
on Forms of County Government 

 
Mr. Gore is the former legislative director for the Virginia 

Association of Counties.  At our April 22nd meeting he explained the 
various forms of Virginia county government defined under Virginia 
legislation, as well as the changes that could occur in Arlington if the 
County Board form of Government were to replace the current County 
Manager Plan.  Arlington’s current form of government dates to the 
1930s and we are the only county under this form.   

The County Board form of government is used in Scott, Carroll, 
Russell and Grayson counties.  Any special variations from this 
authority would have to be agreed upon by all counties in this specific 
category.  
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Saturday, June 26th at 9:30 am there will be a consensus meeting at 
Mt. Olivet United Methodist Church, 1500 N. Glebe Road. 

 
 
VIRGINIA’S ELECTION LAWS:  AN UPDATE STUDY – Part 1  

 
The League of Women Voters of Virginia’s May 2009 Convention adopted a two-year update study and 

review of its current positions on Virginia’s election laws.  The first year of the study will look at voter 
registration, provisions for voting by military and overseas voters, and the governmental structure responsible 
for administering elections in the Commonwealth.  During the second year, attention will be directed to the 
elections themselves. 

Election Laws Committee:  Chris Faia, Mary Grace Lintz, Maggi Luca, Therese Martin, Shelly Tamres, 
Betsy Mayr (Chair) and Liz Brooke (Editor) 
 
 

VOTER REGISTRATION 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

The current positions on voter registration of the League of Women Voters of Virginia (LWV-VA) were 
adopted following a League study that began in 1973. This was just two years after Virginia’s new Constitution 
eliminated the poll tax and literacy tests as requirements for registration and voting, although such provisions 
had already been voided by the U.S. Congress and Supreme Court decisions in the 1960s. As was noted in a 
chart that the LWV-VA study committee prepared for that study, changes in provisions affecting registration 
and voting in Virginia during the 1960-70 period reflected the Commonwealth’s seemingly grudging application 
of national laws and Supreme Court decisions that served to open registration and voting to all U.S. citizens. 
 

A true story from a member of the League of Women V oters of the Fairfax Area:  Thirty-
some odd years ago when I was in the LWVFA office answering the telephone during the week 
before Election Day, I got a call from a voter in a local jurisdiction (not Fairfax County or City) 
who wanted to know where to vote.  . . . We didn’t have that information.  I called the 
jurisdiction’s electoral board and asked my question.  The response was: “We don’t give out that 
kind of information” . . . pause . . . “we only want quality voters, you know.” 
 
Many of the topics covered by the 35-year-old study are no longer issues that need to be covered by 

this study since they are now moot.  These include:  “absentee registration” including postcard registration, 
which was effectively achieved by “Motor Voter”;  durational residency requirements, which were eliminated in 
Virginia as elsewhere following the 1972 Supreme Court decision in Dunn v. Blumstein;  and the limitation on 
registration due to the prevalent interpretation of Virginia’s constitutional prohibition of “solicitation of 
registrations,” which was clarified during the course of the 1973 study by decisions of the Virginia and U.S. 
Attorneys General.  

Other topics covered by that study are issues still being discussed today. They include the systematic 
availability throughout Virginia of what was called “registration on demand” – that is, extended registration 
locations and times; and the uniform interpretation and application of Virginia’s constitutional requirement that 
registrants have both a domicile and abode.  Both topics will be addressed in this study, as we consider the 
extent to which voter registration issues have been resolved – or maybe just changed – in Virginia. (For 
additional information, see Public Policy Positions (2009) at www.LWV-VA.org.) 

Members are encouraged to read the complete report of LWV-VA Election Laws Study Part I at the 
Virginia League website http://www.lwv-va.org/files/election_laws_study_march_2010.pdf to enable them to 
participate fully in the consensus discussion.   
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LWV-VA ELECTION LAWS STUDY, PART I:   CONSENSUS QUE STIONS 
 

1. Do you approve the following overall statement (taken from League of Women Voters principles) for the 
League of Women Voters of Virginia position on election laws? 
The League of Women Voters of Virginia believes that democratic government depends on the 
informed and active participation of its citizens; that voting is a right and responsibility; and  that election 
laws, regulations, and administrative procedures should be designed and uniformly applied, with 
adequate funding available, to facilitate and increase voter participation throughout Virginia. 
Yes ____________                                                    Yes, with changes ______________ 
If “yes with changes,” what changes would you propose? 

      2. a.  What sources and methods of funding would you support to provide equal and easy access to voter 
registration?   Do you believe that funding for Virginia’s voter registration system should be provided: 

· Totally by the Commonwealth, or 

· Shared by the Commonwealth and localities? 

b.   What sources and methods of funding would you support to provide equal and easy access for 
voting in  federal and statewide elections?  Do you believe that funding for Virginia’s election system 
should be provided: 

· Totally by the Commonwealth, or 

· Shared by the Commonwealth and localities? 

3. Please respond yes or no to each of the following and explain if necessary.  Do you believe that voter 
registration is necessary to: 

· Facilitate the voting process 

· Prevent voter fraud 

· Other: 

4. Do you believe that voter registration as carried out in Virginia affects voter turnout?   
5. Which of the following voter registration measures would you support to increase voter participation in 

Virginia?  (you may select more than one)   
a. No voter registration 

b. Same (election) day  registration 

· At the county/city central elections office 

· At the precinct polling place 

c. Decreased time between the registration deadline and election day  

d. Online registration 

e. Statutory requirements that election officials carry out a vigorous voter registration program 
covering all eligible Virginia citizens 

f. Universal voter registration of all Virginia residents who are U.S. citizens upon their 18th birthday 

g. Other: 
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6. Please answer following questions. 

a. Do you support voter registration affiliation by party? 

b. Do you oppose voter registration affiliation by party? 

7. Virginia’s definition of residency for the purpose of voting requires individuals to have both domicile and 
abode. In August, 2009, the State Board of Elections adopted a policy to establish uniform 
interpretation, broad construction, presumption of intent and consistent application of the requirements 
to assure all citizens of their right to vote.  Do you support application of this statewide policy to 
determine voter residency, rather than policy set by local registrars? 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

New Dues Year Starts July 1.  Please Be Sure to Ren ew & Donate 
 

Name(s) ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone ______________________________ Email ___________________________________ 
 

Dues are $50 for Individual Membership      $__________ 
(Please make your check to “LWV of Arlington.”) 

 
Dues are $75 for Household Membership      $__________ 
(Two members at same address) 
  
I would like to make an additional donation to LWV-Arlington   $__________ 

 
I would like to make a tax-deductible donation to LWV-Arlington   $__________ 
(Make a separate check payable to LWV-Education Fund) 

  

I would like to make a tax-deductible donation to the Scholarship Fund  $__________ 
(Make a separate check payable to LWV Torill Floyd Scholarship Fund) 

 

         Total Included  $__________ 
 

Please return this form with check(s) to 
League of Women Voters of Arlington 

Attn:  Treasurer 
P.O. Box 100577 

Arlington, VA 22210 
The League is an advocacy organization.  Dues and contributions to the LWV are not deductible as a personal or business expense for 

tax purposes.  Donations to the LWV Education Fund and/or LWV Torill Floyd Scholarship Fund are fully tax deductible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events  
Friday - Tuesday, June 11-15 th - LWVUS 49 th National Convention  at the Atlanta Marriott Marquis, 
 65 Peachtree Center Avenue, Atlanta, GA 
Saturday, June 26 at 9:30 AM  – Virginia Election Laws Consensus Meeting , Mt. Olivet United 

Methodist Church, 1500 N. Glebe Road 
Wednesday – Sunday, August 18 – 22 nd, Arlington County Fair , Thomas Jefferson Community Center, 

3501 S. Second Street 
 

Contact Marion Moore by phone at 703-243-2434 or em ail drsnapper@earthlink.net  
to volunteer for the League Booth at the Fair! 
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