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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

December

4 Falls Church LWV Holiday Party (Oakwood
Apts- 4:30 pm)

8 Women’s Legislative Roundtable (Richmond)

17 NCA Water Safety Meeting

January
14 Program Planning Meeting (Godwin House)

SAVE THE DATE: Annual Meeting May 19" (Details TBA)

League of Women Voters of Arlington

Note: Please Look for the next
Bulletin in January 2012.
Happy Holidays!

Candidate Forum Well-Attended

Thanks to all who joined us for the 2011 candidate
forum at the Central Library. The forum was co-
sponsored by AAUW and NOW and featured
candidates for several levels of office. See a full
Voters’ Service report on page 3.
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The League of Women Voters is a
nonpartisan, political membership
organization that encourages
informed and active participation
in government,
works to increase the
understanding of major public
policy issues through education
and influences public policy
through advocacy.

We welcome both female and
male members.

For more information please visit
our national organization website
at www.lwv.org
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www.LWV-ArlingtonVa.org
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VA TEATore

ELECTION IMFORMATION ¥YOU MEED

Letter from the President
Mary Finger

Elections are over for now and we turn to other events. Many thanks to
our voter service team of Kristin Goss and Kathy Matusiak.

It was good to see such a nice turnout for the LWVUS Education study
consensus meeting. Twelve of us gathered in what happened to be Barb
Sherrill's former classroom and spent a full morning discussing a broad
range of questions on the Federal Role in Education. Marjorie Hobart did
a terrific job of shepherding us through the materials and we were pleased
with our efforts. Natalie Goldring has written our report, included here.

The Virginia LWV asked local boards to rank topics for lobbying efforts in
the upcoming legislative session. Transportation, including infrastructure

maintenance, public transport and traffic easing, topped the Arlington list.
Other areas we chose for attention were Education, Immigration, Election
laws, and Women’s Rights.

It is with regret that | accept Margie Mayer’s resignation as webmaster.
She has pulled us into the modern age and contributed to the board for
many years. We wish her well and will announce a hew webmaster soon.

Susan Trice helped us this summer by conducting a survey of Arlington’s
compliance with voter information requirements in the social services
office. She has graciously agreed to move onto the next phase of this
PAVP study which is to interview our voter registrar. Thank you, Susan.

| had a nice meeting with the Arlington Commission for Women, a county
board-appointed group. | gave a League overview and did not fail to
mention that Mary Marshall, for whom their big award is named, was a
long time and active member of the Arlington LWV. We hope to partner
with this group in the future.

We are all invited to the Falls Church LWV Holiday gathering, Dec. 4th at
Oakwood Apartments from 4:30 to 7:30. | will be going to Richmond, Dec.
8, for the Women’s Roundtable luncheon. I'd love company. Save the
morning of December 17 for NCA'’s discussion on water safety.

A special program planning meeting is planned for January 14" at the
Godwin House at Bailey’s Crossroads. It will be a social occasion and a
chance to visit with our many Arlington members who are in residence
there.

The Arlington LWV board wishes each and every one of you a happy and
healthy holiday season!
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Voters’ Service Update
By Kathy Matusiak and Kristin Goss

With Virginia’s off-year elections, the last three
months have been a busy time for Voters’ Service.

The week before voters went to the polls, we co-
sponsored (with AAUW and NOW) a Candidates’
Forum, which drew nearly 50 members of the
public. Voters were able to ask questions of the
candidates for State Senate District 30 (Adam
Ebbin and Timothy McGhee), House of Delegates
District 48 (Robert Brink, Kathy Gillette-Mallard,
Janet Murphy), and for County Board (Audrey
Clement, Mary Hynes, Walter Tejada).

Many thanks to Majorie Hobart for skillfully
moderating the event, to Mary Finger for helping
with refreshments, as well as to Sara Anderson
from AAUW and Marj Signer from NOW for their
many contributions.

In addition to the forum, we produced a
comprehensive Voters’ Guide, which provided
information on all 13 local races. We placed the
Guide on our website (www.lwv-arlingtonva.org), in
all six county libraries, and in county community
centers. Information in the Guide was also
uploaded to the national League’s VOTE411
website, where people could individualize their
ballot and locate their polling place.

The week of the election was far and away the
busiest week ever for the LWV Arlington’s website!
The number of hits during Election Week exceeded
1,200, more than double our weekly average. The
number of hits on Election Day was triple-to-
guadruple the typical daily number.

Special thanks to
Mary Cottrell for
creating and placing
an ad in the Sun-
Gazette, which drove
Arlingtonians to our
website and Forum;
to WRC-TV for
publicizing our Voters’
Guide; and to the
League volunteers
who helped distribute
it around the county.

VOTE

sector.”

LWVUS Privatization Study
Coming Soon

As many of you are aware, we have two LWVUS studies this
biennium. Following the completion of the Education study
consensus process, the privatization study will begin in earnest.
This study is “to identify those parameters and policy issues to be
considered in connection with proposals to transfer federal, state or
local governmental services, assets and/or functions to the private

Reading information will soon begin appearing on the LWVUS
website and in email blasts, and papers written by the study
committee will be posted on the website early in 2012.

League of Women Voters of Arlington
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NCA Water Safety Meeting: Saturday, December 17, 2011
2:00 — 4:00 p.m.
Westover Library Meeting Room
1644 N. McKinley Street, Arlington
(at intersection with Washington Boulevard)

Special guest speakers will inform us of the issues involved in providing safe, pure drinking
water:

1 Kevin Tingley, Environmental Protection Agency

1 David Donahue, Arlington County Department of Environmental Services

Join us for some seasonal goodies and an enlightening presentation on an issue basic to our
health and wellbeing. Our meeting is supporting this year’s study of the League of Women
Voters of the National Capital Area on the safety of the water supply in the National Capital
Area.

Street and lot parking is available. The library is accessible by Metro Bus 2B and 2C running
between the Orange Line’s Ballston Metro Station and Tyson’s Corner.

LWV-VA Seeking Legislative Specialists for
2012 Session

Save the Date: Program Planning,

With at least 3000 bills expected to be Satu rday’ January 14

introduced in the 2012 General Assembly
session, LWV-VA seeks assistance with tracking
and evaluating legislation as it is introduced.

We have a special treat in store for our Program
Planning Meeting. Through the efforts of Dorothy
Nieweg, we will meet at Goodwin House, Baileys
Crossroads, on January 14, from 9:30 to Noon.
Several members live there, so this will offer us a
chance to visit as well as fulfill a most important
task for the League.

This is a terrific opportunity to learn more about
the legislative process, track movements on
issues that matter to you, inform your fellow
League members as legislative moves, and
assess which other organizations or advocacy
groups could serve as potential allies for the
League.

In pleasant surroundings and with nice
refreshments, we will brainstorm ideas for
worthwhile issues the League should consider
working on for the next two years. Our ideas for the
national level will be forwarded through the program
planning process that culminates in the LWVUS
Convention in Washington, DC, in June. Local
ideas will be considered by our board and decided
by the membership at our Annual Meeting in May.

Your work could result in League testimony or
action alerts on pressing legislative issues
including women'’s rights, felon rights, education,
redistricting, health care, election law including
photo ID, conservation and water quality,
transportation, and more.

Please apply to be a 2012 General Assembly We hope to see you there!
Issue Specialist. Learn more by contacting Carol
Noggle (leqgislativecoordinator@Iwv-va.org) or
Lynn Gordon (president@Iwv-va.org).
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LWVUS Public Education Study: Arlington LWV Report

Please read below the outcome of LWV-Arlington’s Education Consensus Study meeting. These responses
have been provided to LWVUS through the official input process. Please note: these outcomes reflect only the
Arlington League’s discussion. The full results of the nationwide consensus process will be reported in the
coming months.

General Questions: [LWV-Arlington Consensus responses are highlighted. Ranking responses are in bold
italics next to the item letter.]

1. The current role of the federal government in public education is

Much too small too small about right too large much too large
We did not reach consensus in our discussion. See comments section for details.
2. What should be the role of the federal government in public education? (Rank)

a. 1 To ensure that all students preK-12 receive a quality education.

b. 4 To develop accountability measures that will study the progress of all
students so that they achieve adequate yearly progress.

c. 2 To mandate Common Core Standards for all students K-12.

d 3 To monitor state efforts for funding

e. 0 To measure teacher effectiveness through test data.

3. A quality public education is important to perpetuate a strong and viable democracy.

Strongly agree Agree No consensus Disagree Strongly disagree

Please share any comments your League has concerning the topics covered in the General Consensus
Questions. (250 word maximum)

Question 1: We did not reach consensus on the response to this question. We did reach consensus that the
guestion was too broad. We also had consensus that if we said the federal role was too small, this could be
used to expand programs we have concerns about, such as No Child Left Behind.

Question 2: We marked option “e” as zero (not an option) because we do not feel that measuring teacher
effectiveness through test data is an appropriate role for the Federal government.

Common Core Standards
4. Currently the governors and state education officers have developed Common Core Standards that are
national but not federal. Should the standards be mandated of the states in order to obtain federal
funding? (Choose one)
a. Special grant programs such as Race to the Top
b. All programs under Elementary and Secondary Education Act where the needs qualify for
funding.
c. All programs receiving federal funding from any source
d. All of the above
e. None of the above

5. Should there be a national assessment aligned with the common cores standards?

Yes No
If Yes, Should implementation be voluntary or federally mandated? (choose one)
a. Voluntary
b. Mandated
c. Mandated, if fully funded
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If No, what other accountability measures might you suggest? (choose one)
a. Continue to allow the states to develop their own assessments.
b. Suggest that the local education districts use their own assessments or adopt one that is a
nationally norm-referenced assessment such as the Stanford Achievement Test or lowa Test of
Basic Skills.
c. Suggest that districts use a portfolio type of assessment where student projects and activities
would be scored holistically

6. National standards should lead to: (choose one)
a. A nationally mandated curriculum to be aligned to the national standards and assessments.
b. A national curriculum that is only suggested but not mandated.
c. A suggested structure for states and local education agencies to develop their own curriculum.
d. No national curriculum.

7. What role should the national assessment consortia play in student evaluation? (Rank order)

a. 1 Provide an assessment system that is aligned to the Common Core
Standards.

b. 3 Provide comparison data showing progress toward reaching Common
Core Standards.

c. 5 Provide criteria for determining readiness for college and careers.

d 2 Provide information to students, parents, teachers and school districts

about student achievement.
e 4 Provide diagnostic information on each child.

8. Data from the national assessments are often difficult for parents, teachers and others to understand. If
we have a national assessment, what information is most important to be reported to parents, teachers,
students and the community? (choose one)

a. Data should be “norm referenced” (where students are ranked) for district comparison only.

b. Data should be “criterion referenced” and clearly informative so that teachers, parents, and
students know how individual students have mastered criteria established at a national level.

c. Data should be used to determine “cut” scores knowing if students have mastered requirements
for special grade levels.

9. Information from nationally required assessment data should be used to (Choose one):
a. Sanction schools not measuring up to the specific levels
b. Reward schools that achieve high scores
c. Rank teachers based on student test score data
d. Reward teachers who have exemplary scores
e. Inform districts how their population compares to others similar to theirs.

Please share any comments your League has concerning the topics covered in the Common Core
Standards Questions. (250 word maximum):

Question 4: We viewed answers 4C and 4D as identical.

Question 7: This question was very confusing, and produced a long discussion. There is also a
factual issue with the background information for the question, which severely understated the funding being
devoted to this task.

Question 8: Student assessments should be skills referenced, not just criterion referenced.
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Funding and Equity
10.1n the past most of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) funding has been non-
competitive based on need. All/Any Schools that prove they fall under the federal guidelines for funding
receive those funds. However, competitive grants are now being proposed to states/districts who meet
certain federal requirements, such as Race to the Top. Which would be appropriate: (choose one)
a. Non-competitive funding for all applicants meeting requirements
b. A combination of non-competitive and competitive grants
c. Competitive grants only
d. No federal funding
11.1f the federal government’s role is the concern of the “common good” then: (choose one)
a. Mandates only should be sanctioned.
b. Mandates and funding should both be provided.
c. Funding should be provided through grants only.
d. A combination of funded mandates and grants should apply.
e. No mandates should be required and limited grants for innovation available.
12.Equity in public education means equitable access to: (Rank order)
a. high quality teaching/learning
adequate and current learning materials
clean and well maintained physical facilities
food and health care
safe and secure neighborhoods
secure housing

Oo BN WPE

b
C.
d.
e
f.
13.Currently Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) funding is considered “categorical” rather

than for general use. This means that it can only be used with special populations for special purposes.
ESEA should remain targeted toward poverty and special needs.

Strongly agree Agree No consensus Disagree  Strongly disagree

14.The federal government has a role in supporting early childhood education, birth to 5, for all children?

Strongly agree Agree No consensus Disagree  Strongly disagree
15.Federal support for early childhood education programs ( e.g.Head Start, Title I, Special Education,
Early Start) should include funding for parent education and support regarding child development, child
health and nutrition, and access to other supportive services, such as mental health as needed.

a. Strongly Agree Agree No consensus Disagree Strongly Disagree
b. This funding should be extended to : All children only those with special needs special
needs first

Please share any comments your League has concerning the topics covered in the Funding and Equity
Questions. (250 word maximum)

Question 10: We support a combination of non-competitive and competitive grants. However, we feel that it is
important to ensure that support for need-based programs is provided on a non-competitive basis.

Question 12: We feel that safe and secure schools are critical and should have been included in this list. We
included the need for safe and secure schools in our consideration of option “c”, “clean and well maintained
physical facilities”, which is why we ranked that option so highly.
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Save the Date: Program Planningsaturday, January 14!
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