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One of our positions under Governance begins: “The
League of Women Voters of Arlington strongly
supports the use of Citizen Advisory Groups by the
County Board.” For the full text, please visit
http://Iwv-arlingtonva.org/governance.html in
preparation for a lively discussion on this topic of
prime interest and relevance to us. There will be
time for questions.
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Letter from the President
Mary Finger

Happy New Year! Although we did not publish the Bulletin over the
holidays, LWV Arlington did not slow down.

We started 2012 with a pre-legislative hearing co-sponsored with
Arlington County. Then we held a well-attended program planning
session January 14 at the Goodwin House. We thank Dorothy Nieweg
and Sue Swisher for arranging the lovely room and refreshments. Reports
follow.

See Bonnie Franklin’s report on the NCA Water Safety meeting later in
this issue. It was a most interesting and informative meeting and
reassured us that our tap water is good to drink. A helpful tip--if you are
confused by the “parts per million” statistic that is frequently quoted in
water studies, think of it as “minutes per two years”. Many thanks to our
speakers and to the LWV members who provided goodies.

| went down to the Women’s Roundtable in Richmond in December and
heard from a parade of organizations who will be lobbying during the
legislative session. The overriding concern is the budget shortfall which
will curtail almost any expansion of services. There are several bills in
place to tighten the Voter ID laws in Virginia. The state LWV will be
lobbying against these.

Emily Poly has taken over the management of our website and we will be
working together to make it more user-friendly. Look for a mini Voter’s
Guide on our website once the ballot is final.

Our liability insurance is now in place. Since the Arlington League is a
separate corporate entity, we are unable to participate in a policy with the
State League.

The Arlington League recently sent letters in support of the county’s year
round homeless shelter and in endorsement of the Alliance for Housing
Solutions’ public education campaign, called “Yes, In Our Backyards: A
Diverse and Sustainable Arlington.” We also sent a letter to LWVUS
indicating that our choices for LWVUS legislative priorities are the
traditional LWV issues of voter protection, election laws, and immigration
and citizenship.

We hope to see many of you February 15 when Mary Hynes will discuss
her Arlington Way project.

In League,
Mary
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Program Planning Update

On January 14, Arlington League members gathered in the warm inviting Formal Parlor of
Goodwin House, Baileys Crossroads, for a lively discussion of topics for local and
national program. Results:

Local

Members easily agreed to form a small committee chaired by
Madeline Jervis to review our position on Citizen Advisory
Groups with a view to include the School Board’s advisory
groups; the following positions will be reviewed for needed
edits/updates: Preschool Education, Schools/ Education,
Housing, Public Library System (to expand hours), and
Transportation (specifically Iltem 7 on the Snow Removal
Ordinance). The committee will submit recommendations to the
March 17 Board meeting.

National

Members decided to back the District of Columbia League’s proposal for concurrence on sentencing reform:
1. The LWVUS believes alternatives to imprisonment should be explored and utilized, taking into
consideration the circumstances and nature of the crime.
2. The LWVUS opposes mandatory minimum sentences for drug offenses.

Our vote of support will be forwarded to LWVUS; hopefully, there will be sufficient support nationwide to get this
issue before the June convention.

Legislative Priorities

The group authorized President Mary Finger to convey to LWVUS our preference for these issues as legislative
priorities: Voting Rights, Immigration and Citizenship, and Election Laws. There was a strong minority in favor
of adding Support for the UN to this list of national legislative priorities, and it was decided that Natalie Goldring
would circulate a letter via e-mail that members could endorse in their individual capacity.

Welcome New Members!

We are very pleased to welcome two
new members, Melissa M. Bondi and
Carrie Nagla. We would like to extend
a very warm welcome to both of you
and hope to meet you in person soon.

REMEMBER TO RENEW! If you
haven’t renewed your membership for
July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012,
please do by January 31 to ensure
correct Per Member Payment billing
and Convention delegate
representation in 2012.
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League Closes 2011 with Action on Housing, Homelessness

As reported in the President’s letter, our League recently weighed in on two important community issues,
homelessness and affordable housing. Two letters are provided below:

December 10, 2011

The Honorable Christopher Zimmerman
Chair, Arlington County Board

2100 Clarendon Blvd.

Arlington, VA 22201

Dear Mr. Zimmerman,

The Arlington League of Women Voters supports
the Arlington County goal of providing temporary
shelter for everyone in need. We studied this
issue in 1990 and again in 2007. Not only beds,
but programs for homelessness prevention,
transitional housing, housing for physically and
mentally disabled, and substance abuse treatment
should be priorities for County funding. A full time
shelter with support services is a vast
improvement over the current winter shelter.

However, the issues being raised by the neighbors
to the shelter should not go unaddressed nor be
dismissed as “not in my backyard.” The County
can do a better job of informing the neighbors of
the plans as well as ensuring that the safety and
atmosphere of the neighborhood is not unduly
affected.

Again, we lend our support to the shelter as long
as you include the neighbors in your planning
process.

Yours truly,

Mary Hill Finger, President
Arlington League of Women Voters

League of Women Voters of Arlington

December 9, 2011

Ms. Mary Rouleau, Executive Director
Alliance for Housing Solutions

P.O. Box 7009

Arlington, VA 22207

Dear Ms. Rouleau:

The League of Women Voters of Arlington offers
our endorsement and strong support to the
Alliance for Housing Solutions’ public education
campaign, called “Yes, In Our Backyards: A
Diverse and Sustainable Arlington.”

For several decades, the League has offered its
support to affordable housing projects that serve
low and moderate income people. We have
studied the negative effects when workers in
Arlington including teachers, police officers,
firefighters, construction workers, office cleaners,
retail clerks, plumbers, laborers, gardening
workers, and retirees on fixed incomes cannot
afford to live in Arlington.

We are also aware that Arlington has failed to
meet its own goals for new committed affordable
units. We have documented the steady loss of
market-affordable buildings, as they are being
demolished or upgraded into unaffordable
housing. In order to staunch this loss, Arlington
needs community support for increasing the
development of affordable housing, and for
developing a separate revenue stream for that
purpose. We believe A.H.S.’s public education
campaign can help raise awareness of the need to
provide greater opportunities for affordable
housing in Arlington County, and we therefore
endorse this campaign.

Yours truly,

Mary Hill Finger, President
Arlington League of Women Voters
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League Kicks off 2012 with Well-attended Pre-legislative Hearing

The Arlington League again co-sponsored a hearing with the Arlington delegation prior to their departure for
Richmond and the legislative session. Patricia Carroll of the County staff organizes the event and we
provide refreshments as well as Dorothy Neiweg’s assistance in organizing the speakers. We had a
particularly nice turnout of LWV members and citizens, who heard from each of our three senators and four
delegates.

Thanks to Dorothy and Elroy Nieweg, Ann Rudd, Mileva Hartman, Pat McGrady, Barbara Sherrill, Bonnie
Franklin, Majorie Hobart, Sharon Simkin, and Ida Claire Kerwin for providing refreshments. Please read
Mary Finger’s opening comments from the evening here:

Good evening distinguished senators and delegates and fellow citizens. | am Mary Finger, President of

the Arlington League of Women Voters. The Arlington League is proudtobeco-host of t oni gh
hearing, one way in which we promote an open governmental system that is representative, accountable

and responsive. We thank Arlington County and Patricia Carroll for making this forum possible and,

especially, to the delegation for being available to the citizens of Arlington.

Earlier this year the Virginia State LWV asked the local leagues to rank topics for the LWV lobbying

efforts in the upcoming Virginia legislative session. In Arlington we chose the following: Transportation
funding for infrastructure maintenance, public transport and traffic easing; improved education funding; a
humane immigration policy;and t he pr ot ect i oThisméansvadeote orsHBL. Wg ht s .
urge you to listen to the State League on these issues.

The right of every citizen to vote is the heart and soul of the League of Women Voters. We strongly urge

you to protect this right and repel any effort to put up barriers or reduce the voter franchise. We ask you

to vote NO on SB 1 and HB 9. In fact, we would like to expand voting opportunities. We support no-
excuse absentee voting and early voting. We supp
partisan redistricting commission.

Thank you and enjoy the evening.

VA League Says No to Redistricting “Do-Over”

The LWV of Virginia sent a message to statewide media in early December urging state leaders to follow
their constitutional obligation of finalizing a congressional redistricting plan before the end of the year. Not
doing so could force the state to move its primary schedule and generate massive confusion for voters and
local elections officials. The League also spoke out against published comments from a lawmaker indicating
the state legislature could revisit agreed-upon redistricting plans when the state moves to one-party control
in January.

Members Attend Women'’s Legislative Roundtable Meeting in Richmond

At the December 8th Pre-Session Women'’s Legislative Roundtable in Richmond, League members from
around the state heard from at least 15 representatives of nonprofit organizations about issues likely to
come before the General Assembly this year. Due to the state’s budget challenges and new state
leadership, it is anticipated that many core League issues — voting rights, transportation, energy, health
care, and more—could be affected.
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Always Consume from the Cold Water Tap

Marlee Franzen, Engineer with Arlington’s Department of Environmental Services, was one of two speakers on
December 17 who talked about the safety of the drinking water supply. She advises, “Always Consume from
the Cold Water Tap.” She assured us that our water supply is safe for consumption and described the steps
that the County takes on a regular basis to monitor and maintain the water system. She lives in Arlington and
uses water straight from the tap. The reason for her advice is that cold water is less likely to hold impurities. So
fill your teakettle with cold water, add a measuring cup of cold water to your soup or stew, and fill your water
glass with cold water.

Kevin Tingley, our other speaker, is with the Environmental Protection Agency. He provided a national
perspective on the issues as well as pointing out the contrast of our water situation versus much of the world.
We easily draw water from our kitchen faucet with the expectation that it is safe to drink. Many people, mostly
women and girls, in less developed parts of the world spend hours hauling water from gquestionable sources
with severe adverse impacts on health, economic well-being, and educational attainment.

Arlington hosted this meeting at the Westover Library for the League of Women Voters of the National Capital
Area (NCA). This year, NCA is studying the safety of the water supply for the region. In addition to our
members, we had League members from Maryland and the District of Columbia.
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Ve it the MOCK In Demecracy

The League of Women Voters
of the National Capital Area

Presents
Washington’s Premier Political Satire Performers

Capitol Steps

http://www.capsteps.com

Saturday, June 9, 2012 - 7:30 p.m.
Washington Hilton Ballroom

Special LVWUS Convention Ticket Rate $35

Make checks payable to LWVNCA & mail, with the form below to:
Nancy Bliss, 6732 Newbold Drive, Bethesda, MD 20817

Name: Phone: e-mail

Address: League

Number of Tickets:
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